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WELCOME
Friends,

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I among them.”—Matthew 18:20 esv

On behalf of the Board of Directors, welcome to the 
2021 CIVA Biennial! It’s not a stretch to say the past 20 
months have changed how we view our world. We’ve 
all felt the impact of social distancing and the isolation 
that comes with not being able to gather for work, play, 
or worship.  CIVA has met these challenges by closely 
examining our priorities and making decisions about 
what is essential to our mission. In some cases, we’ve 
been able to create exciting new programs in an online 
environment. These programs have worked amazing-
ly well in bringing members from across the world 
together for conversation. But, even with our ability to 
host conversations virtually, they don’t replace being 
together in the same space. 

Many have asked why we delayed the biennial instead 
of following the trend of creating a virtual conference. 
For those of us in leadership, the answer is simple. We 
value our members and the energy created when we 
spend time together. As so many of us learned in our 
churches this past year, embodied worship is a critical 
part of our spiritual well-being. As scripture promises, 
something special happens when we gather in each 
other’s physical presence to worship and share the 
sacraments. The same occurs when CIVA members 
come together during the workshops, explore groups, 
plenary sessions, and shared mealtimes. God shows 
up. Over the next few days, we have the opportunity 
to interact and learn from like-hearted makers and 
thinkers and to support and encourage one another 
as we live out God’s calling in our lives. God brought 
us together this week for a purpose. We pray it is full 
of engaging conversations and that you’ll meet new 
lifelong friends along the way. We are excited you’ve 
joined us, and we hope the wait has been worth it.

Blessings,

Joe Cory
CIVA BOARD CHAIR 

INTRODUCTION

Transcendentals are objective features of everything 
that exists—in a sense, attributes of God. As God has 
revealed Himself through three transcendentals, Truth, 
Beauty, and Goodness, we speak of these transcenden-
tals as being complementary. If something is Good, it is 
also True and Beautiful. Likewise, if something is True, 
it is also Good and Beautiful. But when we consider 
Beauty, apart from her sisters, things begin to get com-
plicated. We are all drawn to Beauty. It is part of our 
nature. It is a spark of the Divine imparted to us by the 
Creator. Beauty is a part of God, and as such, it is a way 
in which we are connected to Him.
 
The eastern fathers of the Church have contributed 
much to our understanding of the connection between 
Beauty and the Arts. We owe a great deal to their 
thoughts and meditations on the place of beauty in our 
lives, and that has helped us understand the value of a 
theology of Beauty.  We’ve learned that Beauty has the 
power to draw us beyond itself and point to its source. 
When we consider a beautiful painting, we are initially 
drawn to its superficial aesthetics—but then it should 
draw us beyond the painted surface to contemplate 
the Truth and Goodness behind the image.
 
Of the three transcendentals, Beauty is the one we 
seem to understand the least. It is easy to see how 
the pursuit of what is True can lead us to a greater 
understanding of God. The same applies to Goodness. 
When we act rightly, we learn more about God and 
the reality of creation. This is no less true with Beauty. 
Beauty speaks to us through our imagination, allowing 
us to perceive reality on an intuitive, spiritual, and 
poetic level.

May you be blessed and inspired by our time
together these days,

Lawan Glasscock
CIVA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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COVID

If you are experiencing Covid-like symptoms including 
a fever, please stay home. 

CIVA understands that regulations and recommen-
dations concerning COVID continue to change. CIVA 
staff, volunteers, and conference attendees are to be 
respectful of each conference venue and their COVID 
policies—which may differ from location to location. 
CIVA and CIVA guests are expected to respect the 
guidelines established at each venue. If any conference 
attendee has fever, cough, or other possible symptoms, 
they are urged to isolate immediately. Masks and fe-
ver-checks are available from CIVA staff upon request. 

SAFE SPACE 

CIVA seeks to provide a safe, non-intimidating, 
productive environment and to comply with all 
applicable anti-harassment, anti-discrimination, and 
sexual harassment laws, rules, orders, and regulations. 
CIVA seeks to have all stakeholders treated in a 
professional manner with courtesy and respect. 
CIVA prohibits behavior that is offensive, abusive, 
threatening, intimidating, disruptive to others, or 
creates a sexually hostile environment. These behaviors 
can be verbal or physical and can include, among 
other things, making derogatory remarks, engaging in 
stereotyping based on an individual’s age, gender, or 
sex, unwelcome touching or other physical contact, 
requests for sexual favors, and any form of stalking or 
bullying.

Anyone that violates this policy will face disciplinary 
action, up to and including removal from the event and 
membership. If you believe that you are aware of a vio-
lation of this policy, please make the violation known 
to the Executive Director, as appropriate. CIVA will 
investigate your complaint and take remedial action, if 
necessary.

Furthermore, in order to reaffirm a long held operation-
al understanding, it must be stated that CIVA is simply 
a fellowship of Christians involved in the visual arts. 
Therefore, the organization seeks for its members to 
enjoy a space to explore the concerns of the artistic 
life in Christ in harmony under St. Paul’s reminder that, 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” In practice 
as an organization, we have strived over the years to 
lay aside the many differences which often dominate 
and divide our lives in the world so that our fellowship 
of Christian artists, while together, might thrive in love 
and mutual acceptance, as God gives the increase. 

Some may see this is as myopic, but maintaining this 
simplicity over the years has proved to be a sustaining 
strength of CIVA in an ever-changing world. 

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION 

Christians in the Visual Arts believes that all people are 
created in the image of God and, as such, are loved by 
God and bear God’s image. To that end, CIVA endeavors 
to establish the love and hospitality offered by Jesus 
Christ through an incarnational indwelling with all 
people where that love and hospitality are graciously 
and generously shared and received. CIVA recognizes 
that a diverse community is central to our mission as 
a visual arts organization. We believe that differing 
experiences and perspectives serve to sharpen the 
mind, deepen the heart, quicken the soul, and enliven 
the creative spirit.

EMERGENCY

911 for a life-threatening emergency

Emergency Room
Dell Seton Medical Center
1500 Red River St
Open 24/7

CVS Pharmacy
500 Congress Ave
9 am - 8 pm 
(Rapid Covid testing here)

CIVA: email office@civa.org or call 608.433.9339

Lost or found something?
Email Matthew@civa.org 
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SCHEDULE
THURSDAY 4 NOV

9:00 AM–1:00 PM 

SERVE
Service Project: Shen Halford and CIVA Staff  

Please join your fellow CIVA members to paint a 
mural designed by pop graffiti artist :ShenShen210: 
You will work alongside Shen and write your favorite 
scripture verses to be incorporated into the work via 
collage. There will also be opportunities for those 
who would like to dabble with paint, airbrush, and/
or brushes.  No matter your skill level, there will be 
a way for you to participate in this gift that CIVA will 
create together.

ST. DAVID’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

4:00 PM 

CHECK-IN
ST. DAVID’S

5:00 PM 

PRAYER & BLESSING
Bishop Joseph S. Vásquez
ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL

5:45 PM 

TOUR
ST. MARY’S

6:30 PM

WELCOME
Reception and Networking
BETHELL HALL

7:15 PM

GALLERY TALK
Ikon Chapel: John Cobb

FRIDAY 5 NOV

8:00 AM

WORSHIP
A time of music, prayer, and quiet reflection.
Music led by Bobby and Stephanie Martin 
Michelle Arnold Paine, Steven Homestead,  
Nate Risdon
BETHELL HALL

9:00 AM–1:00 PM

EXPLORE
Explore Groups

Printmaking at Flatbed Press
CIVA Arts Ministries & Galleries
Blanton Museum of Art & Ellsworth Kelly
Sacred Spaces: Austin’s Historic Churches 
State Capital and Public Monuments Tour
Austin’s Mexico: Mexic-Arte Museum & Workshop
Austin’s Public Art

DEPART FROM ST. DAVID’S PARKING LOT

1–2:30 PM

EAT
ON YOUR OWN

2:30 PM

WELCOME BACK 
BETHELL HALL

3:00 PM

LISTEN
Artist Panel: The Sublime in Art

What is Transcendence? The panel of artists from 
multiple disciplines will address this question from 
perspectives of each of their artistic expressions. In 
particular, the panel will consider our responsibilities 
as Christians to create artistic spaces which facilitate 
an encounter with the Divine.

Delta David Gier (moderator)
Zac Benson
Katherine Brimberry
John Cobb
Kristen Cochran
Nadia Molugova
BETHELL HALL
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5:00–6:30 PM

GATHER
Happy Hour 
SUMNER HALL

5:45 PM

GALLERY TALK
Heads, Faces, and Spiritual Encounter 
Edward Knippers

6:30–8:00 PM

EAT
ON YOUR OWN

8:00–9:00 PM

LOGOS 
EcoTheo, Cynthia Briggs Kittredge
OUTDOOR LABYRINTH

9:00 PM

LATE LATE SHOW
Richard Cummings, MC
BETHELL HALL

SATURDAY 6 NOV

8:00 AM

WORSHIP
A time of music, prayer, and quiet reflection.
Music led by Bobby and Stephanie Martin 
Michelle Arnold Paine, Steven Homestead,  
Nate Risdon
BETHELL HALL

9:00 AM
CHOOSE MAKE, LISTEN, GROW, OR SHARE

MAKE
Art Mysteries (Collage)  Pamela Alderman
   The workshop includes a short presentation on 

how to reach a secular audience through art and 
a collaborative project called “Art Mysteries.” 
The hands-on activity, designed for artists and 
non-artists alike, challenges participants in team 
building as they problem-solve together and 
celebrate collective community expression and the 
power of art to heal.

Tangible Wind (Silk Painting)  Robert Feuge
  The small silk scarf once painted will represent 

that soul who painted it. An invisible vortex will be 
created and participants will be able to release their 
artworks into the unseen vortex. A swirling wind will 
lift the scarves together, making the vortex visible. 
Christians are part of the Body, and their actions 
make the unseen power of the Spirit tangible to 
those who cannot see.

Mercy of Lament (Weathergram)  Donna Kemper
  The Mercy of Lament Project is a visual tribute 

to those who lost their lives during the COVID 
pandemic and is intended to offer a tangible 
expression of lament and comfort to those who are 
mourning their loss. There will be an opportunity to 
create a weathergram to be displayed. 

Casting Crowns (Prayer Writing)  Denise Weyhrich
  Partipants will create a prayer airplane to fly in 

“Casting Crowns,” a time of prayer over the global 
battle with Covid (and a time to praise as well). 
Lives have been changed, countries around the 
world are still suffering, families are grieving  loss, 
the economy has been impacted. God cares about 
every sparrow that falls, and no prayer is too little 
for our heavenly Father to hear. 

Impromptu Creating  Self-guided 

GYMNASIUM
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LISTEN
PAPER PRESENTATIONS

Exploration  Joe Cory, Moderator 
CRAIL A

 Jeffery Carl
  Satellites: An Exploration of Place, and the 

Formation of Identity through Material 
 Re-formation and Ritual
  This presentation will describe the genesis of 

a temporary installation designed for a chapel, 
involving over 100 used, single-serving coffee pods, 
and a star map.

 
 Jennie Kimbrough
  Crossing between Worlds: Exploring the  

Liminal Space between Life and Death through Art
  This presentation will highlight artists and their 

work that explores the topic of space between life 
and death, between mortality and eternity.

 Delro Rosco
  New Mornings: An Art Practice of Searching for 

Hope through the Grief
  Searching for hope through the grief can inspire 

art practice. Communing with God in nature can 
instigate the creation of abstract works as journals 
of discoveries.

  Laura Tabbut
  Ruth Asawa: Transcending the Academy  

and Making Room for Art at Home
  In her work with children, Ruth Asawa transcended 

conventional media and studio practices while 
demonstrating how to honor the littlest voices of 
this world.

Innovation  Kim Garza, Moderator
CRAIL B

 Chris Dant
  Worthy Sons: Instilling Agency through  

Photography
  This presentation will examine how the camera can 

be used not only as a documentary tool, but also as 
a means of affirming value.

 Steven Félix-Jäger
  Deep Calls to Deep: Pentecostalism,  

the Arts, and the Common Good
  Art perpetuates a public, non-verbal language 

that enables cross-cultural interchange, which 
demonstrates art’s unique ability to simultaneously 
express common and contextual identities. 
The Spirit also works as an agent of communal 
solidarity, and conversely, how art’s faculties can be 
understood pneumatologically. 

 David B. Witwer
 Show Me the Way I Should Walk In
  What do you do when you lose your way? Multi-

media installations offer contemplative encounter 
with the self and can reimagine a church’s sense of 
space.

 Heather Hornbeak
  Stories and Practices behind the Artwork  

of John DeCuir, Sr.
  This presentation explores stories behind artwork 

by the late John DeCuir, Sr., 20th Century Fox Art 
Director and Production Designer.

Lament  Erin Shaw, Moderator 
CRAIL C

 Kari Dunham
  Placed Art Making as Lament and  

Objects of Hope
  This discussion explores how the singularity of  

home spaces during Covid can inform artistic 
practice, making space to grieve and find hope.   

 Phil Irish
  Racism at Home: Public Lament  

on Private Property
 The murder of George Floyd prompted the artist   
 to paint a series of Canadian portraits that acts   
 as memorial, political critique, and self-
 examination. 

 Donna Kemper
 Mercy of Lament
  The Mercy of Lament Project is a visual tribute to 

those who lost their lives during the pandemic—an 
expression of lament for those mourning.

 Erin Ware
  The Subject is Absent: How the Practice  

of Painting the Emptiness of Grief  
Led Me Back to Hope 

  Painting empty chairs and reading contemplative 
theology helped me enter the darkness of grief after 
losing my mother. I found that I was not alone. 

Culture & Society  Fr. Andrew Showers, Moderator
BETHELL HALL

 Mary Nees
  Visual Signals though Transcendency
   Participants will take a flight through time observ-

ing selected historical examples of how creatives 
grappled and then linked their conviction about 
ultimate concerns into material cultural currency.   
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 Balbina Youngkyung Hwang
  Hyo (Filial Piety) and Spiritual Devotion in Tra-

ditional Korean Art: Attaining the Transcendent, 
and Revelations of Christian Beauty in the Hidden 
Virtues of the Buddhist Sari Reliquary

  An ancient Korean Buddhist Sari’s (reliquary) 
beauty reveals hidden virtues—such as the 
foundational Confucian principles of filial piety and 
devotion—shares striking similarities with Christian 
experiences of transcendence with the Divine God.

GROW
PORTFOLIO REVIEWS AND MENTORING
LIBRARY and GUILD ROOM 

SHARE
HEART TO HEART SMALL GROUP
  Michelle Arnold Paine, Kent Larson,  

Barbara Lidfors, Steven Homestead
Experience CIVA’s new Heart to Heart program in 
a special in-person conference session. Both the 
program and this session are for those seeking 
deeper connection and community. In the Heart to 
Heart model, we share the state of our Heart and our 
Art, spend time listening quietly to God and enjoy 
a time of  prayer for/with each other. This session 
will provide a refreshing forum to engage and build 
relationships with other conference-goers.

VESTRY

11:00 AM

LISTEN
In Praise of Ordinary, Everyday,  
Humdrum Transcendence  David JP Hooker

How can artists of faith put people in touch with 
the Divine? Is it too big a burden for our artwork to 
bear? But what if getting in touch with the Divine is 
less about lofty pursuits and more about everyday 
life? By examining Jesus’ parables, the Benedictine 
Rule of Order, Luther’s Heidelberg Disputation, and 
the Japanese aesthetic of wabi-sabi,  David Hooker 
hopes to propose a less intimidating approach to 
integrating art and faith. 

BETHELL HALL

12:00 PM 

WATCH 
You Have to Have Light Sean Schiavolin

A love that transcends: Civil Rights activist Paul 
Bokulich looks back at his time in the South with 
Rev. MLK Jr. Through eyes of faith, Paul reveals “the 
big dimension” of our ordinary lives: we are Imago 
Dei, who bear truth, beauty, and goodness through 
self-giving love. Discussion with the film‘s producer 
will follow.

BETHELL HALL

12:30 PM

RECOGNIZE
CIVA Awards

12:45–2:00 PM

EAT
Pre-ordered lunches picked up in Sumners Hall  

1:00 PM

MEET
CIVA Member Business Meeting
SUMNERS HALL

2:00 PM
CHOOSE MAKE, LISTEN, GROW, OR SHARE

MAKE
Art Mysteries (Collage): Pamela Alderman
Tangible Wind (Silk Painting): Robert Feuge
Mercy of Lament (Weathergram): Donna Kemper
Casting Crowns (Prayer Writing): Denise Weyhrich
Impromptu Creating: Self-guided 
GYMNASIUM

LISTEN
  Parthenope, Plague, and Preti’s Martyrdom
of St. Paul  James Anno

Mattia Preti came of age under the fading star of 
Caravaggio. Preti opted to try his fortune in Naples, 
arriving in the bustling city in 1653. Soon after, 
the 1656 Plague arrived at the port of Parthenope 
reaching its deadly zenith by August. Half of the city’s 
population was decimated, some 220,000 souls. For 
Preti, opportunity followed tragedy when a wealthy 
and discerning collector commissioned the artist 
to execute a series of three martyrdoms, including 
The Martyrdom of Saint Paul now in the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston. Drawing upon iconography 
and plague literature, we’ll explore the religious and 
social conditions that gave rise to this masterpiece 
during the city’s notorious trial of pestilence. 

BETHELL HALL

PAPER PRESENTATIONS

Process  Ben King, Moderator
CRAIL A

 Paige Medlock and Rudy Medlock
  Collaboration & Co-Creation: Working  

Together, Working Transcendently
  This presentation considers two connected 

transcendent aspects of the Christian artist’s 
art-making process: co-creating with God, and 
collaborating with a fellow artist.  
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 Shannon Sigler 
  Liturgical Aesthetics and the Freedom  

to be Formed: Charles Wesley and the  
Means of Grace

  Charles Wesley is known for his prolific hymn-writ-
ing. New resources on Wesley’s life illuminate how 
spiritual practices helped bring steadiness to the 
anxious poet, offering resources for artists today.

 Tim Timmerman
  So Much More than This: 
 Creating as Kingdom Building
  Good art can function as a window to gaze into, 

but excellent art is also capable of illuminating the 
interior of the human heart.

Place  Jennifer Craft, Moderator
CRAIL B

 Kelly Foster
  Stories of Place: Chagall’s White Crucifixion,
  Justice, and Joining
  A Marc Chagall painting and Willie Jennings’ The 

Christian Imagination suggest ways our work affects 
how we inhabit places, either towards injustice or 
towards joining.

 Jeffrey Morton 
 INVASIVE! 
  Through a physical exploration of the transplanted 

Japanese plant Kudzu, Morton’s art has taught him 
about the significance of being grounded in a place.

 
 Claire Stinson Sloderbeck
  Chronicling St. Helena Island: Self-taught Art, 
 Sam Doyle, and Place
  A self-taught artist from St. Helena Island, Sam 

Doyle presents Christians with an example of 
creativity in place through his works of neighborly 
love.

Death  Taylor Worley, Moderator
CRAIL C

 Alex Sosler 
  Going to the Morgue with Andres Serrano: 
 Exposing Cracks in the Secular
  Utilizing Serrano’s work, Sosler borrows from 

Charles Taylor’s cultural analysis and  
Flannery O’Connor’s literary theory of the 
grotesque to present death and sacrilization contra 
desecration.

 Christine Lee Smith
  Looking at Death: Following Christ  

in Embodied Life
  This session examines death photography 

from several photographers exploring how 
comfortability with death can lead to peace as 
Christians prepare to follow Christ through death. 

 Tatiana Nikolova-Houston
  The Paradox of Bright Sorrow in the Eastern 
 Orthodox Church: Orthodox  
 Sacred Arts as Therapy for Pain, Suffering, Death,   
 and the Pandemic
  Eastern Orthodox iconography surrounding Easter 

reveals the Church’s understanding of suffering and 
death and helps us to transcend to divine Beauty 
and Truth.

Reconciliation  Maria Fee, Moderator
VESTRY 

 Steven Homestead 
  Making Space for Others: An Art of Hospitality
 Artists have unique opportunities to visualize and  
 enact hospitality. This presentation will share work  
 to inspire us from where invitation, space, and 
 creativity connect.

 Elissa Yukiko Weichbrodt
  The Rupture that Heals: Doris Salcedo’s  

Shibboleth
  This presentation explores how a seeming act of 

destruction—Doris Salcedo’s Shibboleth—can serve 
as a model and an opportunity for transcending 
difference. 

 Douglas R. Giebel
  A Sense of Place in the Landscape Work  

of Frederick Law Olmsted
  Olmsted’s parks have profoundly civilized American 

cities. His designs emphasize the site’s natural 
character to “refresh and delight the eye, the mind 
and the spirit.”

 

GROW
Portfolio Reviews and Mentoring
LIBRARY and GUILD ROOM 
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4:00 PM

LISTEN
The Transcendent Art of Rouault and Grünewald  
in light of Hans Urs von Balthasar 
Rev. Stephen J. Fields, SJ

It has been argued that the Baroque, which emerged 
in the late sixteenth century, achieved for western 
culture an effective synthesis between Christianity 
and sinful creation. This synthesis, however, 
became fractured in the modern period. Today 
culture experiences a radical skepticism about 
God, redemption, and the transcendent destiny of 
humanity. This skepticism demands that Christianity 
refashion its sense of beauty, so that it can sustain 
its aesthetic mission. Hans Urs von Balthasar, a 
contemporary Swiss theologian, can show us how 
two works offer this mission guidance. The first 
is Grüenewald’s Isenheim Altarpiece (c.1516); the 
second is Georges Rouault’s The Holy Face (c.1950). 

BETHELL HALL

5:30 PM

LISTEN
Concluding Conversation  
Cultural Transcendence  Erin Shaw and Bobby Martin

Bobby is a citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) tribe and 
Erin is a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation. As Native 
people, who are followers of Christ, they sense a 
deep paradox when asked why they believe in the 
Gospel of the invaders, the so-called “white man’s 
religion.” This discussion will engage this question 
within the context of history as well as discuss the 
many ways they have transcended their past towards 
a full faith expression.

BETHELL HALL

6:30 PM

GOODBYES

8:00 PM

PASTURE PARTY
John and Tina Cobb invite conference attendees to 
their home and studio for a Texas pasture gathering 
with live music. Limited parking—please share a ride.

COBB HOME, 9441 Sherman Road, Austin, TX 78742

SUNDAY 7 NOV

WORSHIP
We encourage you to attend one of the many local 
church services listed below. Please consult their web-
sites for any last-minute changes to service times.

All Saints Presbyterian Church
7808 Rialto Blvd, Austin, 78735
8:45 am • 10:00 am • 11:15 am

Christ Church Anglican
112 Medina St, Austin, TX 78702
9:00 am • 11:00 am

First Baptist Church of Austin
901 Trinity Street, Austin, TX 78701
11:00 am

Northwest Hills United Methodist Church
7050 Village Center Drive, Austin, TX, 78731
9:00 am (contemporary) • 11:00 am (traditional) 

Redeemer Presbyterian Church
2111 Alexander Avenue, Austin, TX 78722
8:45 am • 11:15 am

St. David’s Episcopal Church
301 E 8th Street, Austin, TX 78701
8 am (Rite II) • 9 am (Enriching Our Worship) • 11:15 am 
(Rite II) • 8 pm (Choral Compline sung evening prayer) 

St. Elias Antiochian Orthodox Church
408 E 11th St, Austin, TX 78701
8:30 am (Orthros) • 9:30 am (Divine Liturgy)

St. James’ Episcopal Church
1941 Webberville Rd, Austin, TX 78721
8:00 am • 10:30 am

St. Mary Catholic Cathedral
203 E 10th St, Austin, TX 78701
9:30 am • 12:00 pm • 1:45 pm (Español) • 5:30 pm

University United Methodist Church
2409 Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78705
9:00 am • 11:00 am

Vox Veniae
3106 E 14th 1/2 St, Austin, TX 78702
In-person services TBD
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AWARDS
JOHNSON FOUNDER’S AWARD
This award is given for outstanding leadership and 
vision in bringing together Christians committed to the 
visual arts for mutual spiritual support and growth, 
the encouragement of the highest possible professional 
development, and the fostering of a co-operative non-
sectarian relationship between those in the arts, church, 
and culture.

ELIZABETH DOUGLAS  Around 
Beaver County, Pennsylvania, 
Betty Douglas is referred to as 
the “First Lady of the Arts” for her 
lifelong devotion to the arts in 
her community and beyond. An 
accomplished visual artist and jazz 

vocalist, Betty’s art career began when she enrolled 
as the first Black art student in the Art Department 
at Carnegie Mellon University (BFA). She landed her 
first teaching position at Southern University in Baton 
Rouge. She met her husband while teaching at Texas 

College in Tyler. Returning home to Pennsylvania in the 
1960s, she became a professor at Geneva College where 
she helped to develop the Interdisciplinary Humanities 
program. Betty retired in late the 1990s yet remains 
passionately involved in the arts, championing younger 
generations to excel at their calling. 
 
The following awards are given for distinction in their 
specific visual arts disciplines while keeping with the 
mission of CIVA to encourage the highest possible artistic 
achievement along with a commitment to share ideas 
and work in a spirit that fosters trust and cooperation 
among those in the arts, church, and culture.

PRESCOTT AWARD IN SCULPTURE

GINGER GEYER grew up in 
Arkansas and earned her MFA from 
Southern Methodist University and 
a MA in Pastoral Ministry from the 
Episcopal Theological Seminary 
of the Southwest. Hand-built, 
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glazed porcelain has been her 
primary medium, creating detailed pieces that evoke a 
blend of her experiences as a playful church-fed child, 
a curious museum professional, a mother of two, and 
an insatiable scholar of theology. The growing edge 
in her work is to explore the relevance and beauty 
of the Gospel in contemporary times that pokes at 
sacred cows and political pork, while also claiming 
the “nevertheless factor”—that we are astonishingly 
blessed. Ginger has originated around 100 shows, many 
for Laity Lodge where she developed the art program 
for 15 years.

KNIPPERS AWARD IN PAINTING

TIM LOWLY  was born in North 
Carolina and is a Chicago-based 
artist, curator, musician, and 
teacher. As the son of medical mis-
sionaries (his father was a hospital 
administrator), he spent most of his 
youth in South Korea. He received 

his BFA from Calvin College. In 1981, he married Sherrie 
Rubingh. Tim creates highly lyrical artworks revolving 
around his differently-abled daughter Temma (born 
1985), who has cerebral palsy with spastic quadriplegia. 
In Tim’s paintings, Temma’s quiet life is realistically and 
gracefully recorded and celebrated. Seemingly mean-
ingless earthly suffering is unflinchingly faced, engaged 
with, finally transcended. Since 1994, Tim has been af-
filiated with North Park University in Chicago as gallery 
director, professor, and artist-in-residence.
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KATHERINE BRIMBERRY co-
founded Flatbed Press with Mark 
L. Smith in 1989 to be a publishing 
press for fine art prints and open 
studio for artist-printmakers. At 
Flatbed she served and still serves 
as the master-printer for publishing 

and art director. In 2012, Brimberry became the sole 
owner and director of Flatbed. As lead collaborating 
master printer, Brimberry has worked with nearly 100 
different artists to create over 500 editions or projects 
over the past thirty years. During Flatbed’s early years, 
Brimberry was an esteemed instructor of printmaking 
at Austin Community College, St. Edward’s University, 
and Texas State University.

JEFFERY CARL is a Chicagoland 
native who earned a BFA in Illustra-
tion, an MA, and an MFA in Drawing 
and Painting from Northern Illinois 
University. For over 20 years, he 
has taught at Judson University, 
where he also serves as Gallery 

Director and Chair of the Department of Art & Design.

JOHN COBB studied with Charles 
Normann at the Texas School of 
Fine Arts and attended college at 
the University of Texas at Austin. In 
1976, he entered the undergraduate 
program at Rhode Island School 
of Design. Rather than obtaining a 

degree, Cobb took advantage of its overseas program 
and traveled in Romance Europe for a year, returning 
eventually to obtain a degree in art from St. Edward’s 
University. His art is a life-long project—to form a Chap-
el reflecting a deeper psychological meaning to Texas 
Bible-Belt religious sentiments.

KRISTEN COCHRAN moved to 
Texas to complete her MFA in 
sculpture. She has been awarded 
residencies in New York, Austria, 
Wyoming, and Texas. Kristen 
has taught extensively at local 
universities and museums 

including The University of Texas, Dallas, the Nasher 
Sculpture Center, and the Modern Art Museum of Fort 
Worth. Recent exhibitions include After Carolee: Tender 
& Fierce at Artpace, San Antonio, fare well at the Nasher 
Sculpture Center, chroma soma at Barry Whistler 
Gallery, Fold In at Lawndale Arts Center and GOALS at 
the Stein Galleries. She participated in the 2021 NARS 
Foundation Residency program in Brooklyn, NY.

BIOS

The conference is an opportunity to meet many won-
derful and creative people from within the CIVA com-
munity. Get to know those people who helped make 
this year’s conference possible. Bios are in alphabetical 
order and include, presenters, workshop leaders, and 
Explore Group guides.

PAMELA ALDERMAN, an artist 
without borders, demonstrates 
how art can engage participants 
within a safe space. Her two-
part workshop includes a short 
presentation on how to reach 
a secular audience through art 

and a collaborative project called Art Mysteries  The 
hands-on activity, designed for artists and non-artists 
alike, challenges participants in team building as they 
problem-solve together. 

JAMES ANNO earned his PhD in art 
history from Washington University 
in St. Louis. From 2017 to 2019, 
James was the inaugural American 
Friends of Capodimonte post-
doctoral curatorial fellow. With 
interest in Italian Renaissance and 

Baroque art, James has published essays on Francesco 
Guarino, Artemisia Gentileschi, and he co-authored 
the exhibition catalogue Flesh and Blood: Italian 
Masterpieces from the Capodimonte Museum, which 
enjoyed venues in Seattle and Fort Worth. Since 2019, 
James has served as Associate Curator of European Art 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, where he recently 
curated the exhibition Glory of Spain: Treasures from 
the Hispanic Society Museum & Library.

ZAC BENSON is an international 
artist who has shown in Taiwan, 
Bulgaria, and throughout the Unit-
ed States. His gallery work deals 
with the relationship between his 
personal faith and beliefs and his 
engagement with society while his 

public sculptures deal with the traditional relation-
ship of scale and form. He graduated with his BFA in 
sculpture from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
in 2011, and an MFA in Studio Art from The University of 
Maryland in 2017. Currently, he is an Assistant Professor 
of Studio Art at Anderson University where he teaches 
sculpture and ceramics.
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JOE CORY is a visual artist and an 
Associate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Art and Design at Samford 
University in Birmingham, Alabama, 
where he also serves as a Faculty 
Fellow in Samford’s Center for 
the Worship and the Arts.  Cory 

is especially interested in using his work to serve as 
a reminder of God’s grace amidst a broken world. He 
exhibits his artwork across the United States and has 
received numerous grants and awards. He is a member 
of Shades Valley Community Church (EFCA) where he 
serves as an elder. 

JENNIFER CRAFT is Associate 
Professor of Theology and Human-
ities at Point University where she 
teaches courses in theology, phi-
losophy, and the arts. She earned 
a PhD in Theology, Imagination 
and the Arts from University of St. 

Andrews and is the author of Placemaking and the Arts: 
Cultivating the Christian Life. She has also contributed 
to other publications such as Transpositions, SEEN 
Journal, Christianity Today, and The Visual Commen-
tary on Scripture. Her latest research focuses on the 
prophetic imagination in contemporary art, along with 
the relationship between art and social justice.

CHRIS DANT is an Assistant 
Professor of Photography at the 
University of North Georgia. He is 
an image maker and mixed media 
artist who makes work about the 
struggle against generational trauma 
and the hopes and longings we 

experience as we navigate through this world.

KARI DUNHAM is an adjunct art 
professor at Biola University, Irvine 
Valley College, and Laguna College 
of Art + Design. In her practice 
of painting ordinary objects, she 
gives voice to the quiet corners of 
the home. Kari has also written for 

SEEN Journal and Biola’s Advent and Lent projects. 

TED LEE EUBANKS is the founder, 
CEO, and President of Fermata Inc., 
a leader in ecotourism, interpreta-
tion, sustainable development, and 
outdoor recreation planning. Pho-
tography is an integral part of his 
work, as well as a lifelong passion. 

 

MARIA FEE is an artist, theologian, 
and educator. Her visual art 
explores ideas of fragmentation, 
metizaje (cultural mixing), 
alienation, and hospitality. 
These notions also drive her 
theological research currently 

explored through the art of Theaster Gates and other 
social practice artists. Maria has also contributed her 
expertise and energies to the Brehm Center’s Visual 
Faith initiative. 

STEVEN FÉLIX-JÄGER (PhD, 
MFA) is assistant professor at Life 
Pacific University and chair of the 
worship arts and media program. 
An exhibiting artist and practicing 
musician, Félix-Jäger is also the 
author of several books, chapters, 

and journal articles about art, aesthetics, worship, and 
theology.

ROBERT FEUGE’s goal as an artist 
is to see the extraordinary in the 
ordinary and see the value in those 
things marginalized or discard-
ed. His foundation as an artist is 
grounded in childhood. Robert 
would rummage through those 

discarded things he found and create something new 
from seemingly disparate objects. He still embraces 
that childlike curiosity to ask “what else can this be and 
what is this thing trying to tell me?” 

STEPHEN FIELDS is Professor 
of Philosophy of Religion 
and Systematic Theology 
at Georgetown University, 
Washington, DC. With degrees 
from Yale and Oxford, he has 
been the Bannan Professor at 

Santa Clara and has held the Maclean Chair at St. 
Joseph’s University in Philadelphia and the Loyola 
Chair at Fordham University. His books and articles 
deal with topics such as metaphysics, aesthetics, 
nature and grace, modern interpreters of Aquinas, 
and Christian mysticism. He is the author of Being 
as Symbol: On the Origins and Development of Karl 
Rahner’s Metaphysics, Analogies of Transcendence: An 
Essay on Nature, Grace and Modernity, and numerous 
articles. His works often include reimagining the role 
of Christian art, revising the Thomist doctrine of God, 
and defending Christianity’s unique claim in relation 
to other religions. He is former president of the Jesuit 
Philosophical Association.
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KELLY FOSTER is an architect and 
teacher with an MA from Harvard’s 
Graduate School of Design. He 
teaches architecture, engineering, 
and graphic design in a public 
high school in the Austin area. His 
creative work includes writing, 

designing homes, playing bass guitar, and building 
furniture.

KIM GARZA is an Associate 
Professor of Graphic Design at 
St. Edward’s University in Austin, 
Texas. Besides creating engaging 
experiences for students, she 
leads campus programming on 
vocational exploration and career 

preparation. She works on creative projects as a user 
experience designer and an experimental filmmaker 
in collaboration with her singer-songwriter husband, 
and she is a mom of two boys. She holds a BA from 
Anderson University and an MGD from North Carolina 
State University.

DOUGLAS R. GIEBEL is a 
figurative artist who paints urban 
landscapes populated with human 
figures. He is Professor of Visual 
Art, emeritus at Roberts Wesleyan 
College in Rochester, NY. He has 
been involved with CIVA since its 

inception and appreciates how CIVA has fostered the 
integration of faith and work. 

DELTA DAVID GIER, a dynamic 
voice on the American music 
scene, is recognized widely for his 
penetrating interpretations of the 
standard symphonic repertoire, 
passionate commitment to new 
music, and significant community 

engagement. David has conducted the New York 
Philharmonic, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Cleveland 
Orchestra, the Chicago Symphony, the St. Louis 
Symphony, and the Minnesota Orchestra. Since 2004, 
Mr. Gier has been music director of the South Dakota 
Symphony Orchestra where the orchestra has been 
lauded for its programming, including The Lakota 
Music Project, developed to address racial tensions 
between Native Americans and whites in the region.

STEVEN HOMESTEAD is an artist, 
composer, writer, curator, and 
speaker who works to promote 
honor, give voice, share wonder, 
and develop unity. Solo projects 
have been featured at Fuller 
Seminary, TEDxMission Viejo with 

community work rooted in Santa Ana, California, where 
he guest curated the 2021 Boca de Oro Festival.

DAVID JP HOOKER is an artist and 
professor of art at Wheaton Col-
lege. He received an MFA in Ceram-
ics from Kent State University and a 
BA in English from Furman Univer-
sity. His works have been exhibited 
both nationally and internationally, 

and he has twice been part of the Dunhuang Ceramic 
Residency in Lanzhou, China. 

HEATHER HORNBEAK is an 
Assistant Professor of Media 
Communications at Asbury 
University. She manages the John 
DeCuir, Sr. Art Collection and the 
Asbury University Production 
Design Studies Center website. She 

teaches  print, instructional, and production design.

BALBINA YOUNGKYUNG HWANG 
is a globally-renowned expert and 
commentator on East Asian affairs, 
with extensive policy experience 
both in and out of government 
service. A former Fulbright schol-
ar who holds a PhD, her current 

academic work focuses on the intersections of classical 
Western civilization with East Asia’s modernization.

PHIL IRISH holds an MFA de-
gree and makes paintings that are 
both fierce and beautiful. He has 
exhibited at artist-run, public, 
and commercial galleries. He has 
developed projects at residences 
including Banff, Vermont, and an 

icebreaker in the Arctic. He is Associate Professor of Art 
at Redeemer University in Hamilton, Ontario.
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DONNA KEMPER earned a double 
major in psychology and fine art 
from Grand Valley State. Rather 
than earn an MFA, she found a 
portrait artist to apprentice with 
before she launched her art career. 
She laid down that career to be a 

caregiver. Now, she’s transitioning back into art.

 JENNIE KIMBROUGH received 
her BFA in 2004 from Missouri 
State University and attended 
Wichita State University for grad-
uate studies from 2005-2006. Her 
studio practice focuses on paint-
ing, while occasionally venturing 

into installation work. Her work has been featured in 
solo and group shows across the country.

BEN R. KING is Professor Emeritus 
and former director and associate 
dean of the Greatbatch School of 
Music, Houghton College. He also 
served as chair of the department 
of music at Sam Houston State 
University.  Ben holds the DMA in 

vocal performance and music literature from the East-
man School of Music and earned BMus and MMus de-
grees from Texas Tech University. He has appeared with 
Houston Grand Opera, New Orleans Opera, Gulf Coast 
Opera, and Western New York Opera, among others.

CYNTHIA BRIGGS KITTREDGE 
is the Dean and President of the 
Seminary of the Southwest in 
Austin. A graduate of Williams 
College, she received her MDiv, 
ThM, and ThD from Harvard 
University. She is the author of 

Community and Authority: The Rhetoric of Obedience in 
the Pauline Tradition and Conversations with Scripture: 
The Gospel of John. Fascinated by the interplay of 
intellect and imagination in the interpretation of 
scripture, she wrote A Lot of the Way Trees Were 
Walking: Poems from the Gospel of Mark. 

EDWARD KNIPPERS holds an MFA 
from the University of Tennessee 
and has worked in the studios of 
Zao Wou-ki, S. W. Hayter, and Otto 
Eglau. He also studied at the Sor-
bonne, Paris, and the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts. His work 

has been shown extensively thoughout the U. S. and 
abroad. Books and periodicals include LIFE Magazine, 
the Washington Post, Dallas Morning News, Baltimore 
Sun, Fort Worth Star-Telegraph, New American Painting, 
Art Voices, and two monographs—Violent Grace: A Ret-
rospective (paintings) and The Art of Edward Knippers: 
Prints and Drawings.

KENT WILLIAM LARSON  is a 
husband, father of five, Vineyard 
pastor, heart healing prayer coun-
selor, emotional maturity coach as 
well as a trainer, musician, painter 
and craftsman, a networker of 
artist connection and storyteller, 

organic church planter, and burning lover of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

BARBARA LIDFORS is a figurative 
and landscape artist who paints 
the allure of everyday moments. 
Her work celebrates the extraor-
dinary in the ordinary people and 
places around her. As the daughter 
of CIVA’s founder Eugene Johnson, 

she shares his aspiration for artists of faith to create a 
vibrant community of support, encouragement, and 
affirmation.

BOBBY C. MARTIN is an artist/
educator/facilitator who works out 
of 7 Springs Studio in Oklahoma. 
Martin’s artwork is exhibited 
and collected internationally in 
group and solo exhibitions, the 
most recent being a one-person 

exhibition entitled But You Don’t Look Indian… His 
current project, Altars of Reconciliation, is a three-
person show featuring Martin, Erin Shaw (Chickasaw-
Choctaw) and Tony Tiger (Sac & Fox-Muscogee-
Seminole). The works focus on the experiences of 
the artists as Native Americans and as Christians. 
An enrolled citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) tribe 
in Oklahoma, Martin holds a Professor of Visual Arts 
position at John Brown University in Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas.
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PAIGE M MEDLOCK earned 
her PhD at University of Stirling 
and is an Art Education Lecturer 
at Middle Tennessee State 
University, with degrees in art 
ed, theology, and visual culture 
(Asbury University and Seminary, 

Aberdeen and Stirling, UK). She has taught art, worked 
in arts administration, is a practicing artist and mom 
to son named Luke. She presents with her father, Rudy 
Medlock. 

RUDY MEDLOCK is Professor Emeritus at Asbury Uni-
versity and is one of the early founders of CIVA; he is a 
practicing artist in ceramics, stone carving, and stained 
glass from his 200-year-old log cabin studio in Ken-
tucky. He is married to Pat, and they have three grown 
children and three grandchildren. 

NADIA MOLUGOVA is the founder 
and the director of the Florence 
Classical Arts Academy and New 
Renaissance Foundation. She 
has received a degree in graphic 
design at Grekov Art College, 
Rostov-on-Don, and earned her 

masters degree at the  Academy of Fine Arts, Florence, 
Italy. Nadia has held several exhibitions in Russia, 
Ukraine, and Europe. She is an experienced teacher in 
graphic design, painting, drawing, and composition. 
Nadia worked as a graphic designer and the Art Courses 
Director for the University of Nations at Kyiv (Ukraine) 
St. Petersburg and Rostov-on-Don (Russia).  

JEFFREY MORTON is an 
accomplished painter specializing 
in various interpretations of the 
landscape. Morton’s work has been 
exhibited regionally and nationally, 
including the Harrison Center for 
the Arts, Indianapolis, and the 

Hunter Museum in Chattanooga. Morton has served as 
a professor of art at Covenant College since 2000.

MARY NEES is a landscaper rooted 
in the grand prophetic story. She 
was trained in Design and
Environmental Analysis, Cornell 
University, earned her MFA in 
printmaking at East Tennessee
State University, and did studies at 

the Barnes Institute, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
and Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.  

TATIANA NIKOLOVA-HOUSTON 
was inspired by her father, an artist 
and theatre director, and earned 
advanced degrees in preservation 
and history of Slavic manuscripts 
and Orthodox iconography. Her art 
depicts the Light of the Holy Spirit, 

the Bible, and the prayers of the Church.

SYLVIA OROZCO, co-Founder 
and Executive Director of 
Mexic-Arte Museum, has been 
with the organization since 
its incorporation in 1984. She 
received her BFA from The 
University of Texas at Austin in 

1978 and completed course work for an MFA from 
the Autonomous University of Mexico in Mexico 
City in 1983. Among many other honors, in 2007, 
Sylvia received the prestigious Ohtli Award from the 
Instituto de los Mexicanos en el Exterior of the General 
Consulate of Mexico, and in 2009 was selected for 
the Austin Arts Hall of Fame. She also serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Mexican American Cultural 
Center and on City of Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell’s 
Community Cabinet.

DELRO ROSCO is a graduate of 
Loyola Marymount University. 
An illustrator for over 30 years, 
his current work hovers between 
abstraction and hints of reality. 
They are chronicles of discoveries 
and the search for hope. Delro has 

exhibited internationally and is represented by Artrue 
Gallery, Taiwan. 

SEAN SCHIAVOLIN cultivated 
his reverence for storytelling 
through his family’s expat travels 
around the world. After studying 
liberal arts, broadcast production, 
and the local culture of his New 
Orleans birthplace, he began his 

film career of more than two decades. Sean’s work 
has been featured in the New York Times, India Times, 
Freakonomics, and the Vatican. His six-part Humanum 
Series has been described as a stunning blend of film, 
animation, and art, exploring “the timeless design of 
Man and Woman as an ancient, ecological wisdom and 
beauty.”  
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ERIN SHAW is a painter of 
borderlands, the spaces between 
worlds. As a visual storyteller, the 
child of an Oklahoma farm, Shaw 
tills the rich soil of dichotomy 
through her masterful use of 
color, iconography, and story. A 

Chickasaw-Choctaw artist, she creates in a state of 
tension, where both solemnity and humor pervade and 
truths are revealed in unanticipated ways. She earned a 
BFA in studio art from Baylor University and MFA from 
the University of Oklahoma. She is Assistant Professor 
of Visual Arts at John Brown University and a featured 
artist in Visual Voices: Contemporary Chickasaw Art, 
among other exhibits. 

SHEN, also known as 
:ShenShen210: “The Original 
West Coast Graffiti Girl”, has 
shown in museums, galleries and 
private collections spanning the 
globe. However, such amazing 
opportunities did not come 

without a price. Many adversities drove her deep into 
her sketchbook, and Shen now finds answers for life’s 
biggest questions from God, which she translates into 
solutions that are the worship experience that occurs 
as she paints. 

ANDREW SHOWERS is ordained as 
a Catholic priest for the Diocese of 
Madison, Wisconsin. He completed 
a Bachelor of Architecture from 
the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, then pursued two 
years of philosophy studies at 

the University of St. Thomas (MN). Fr. Showers was 
then sent to Rome for his theological formation. He 
completed both his STB and STL in Liturgical Theology 
at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross.

SHANNON SIGLER is the 
executive director of Fuller’s 
Brehm Center for Worship, 
Theology, and the Arts. She has a 
passion for pastoring artists and 
building bridges between art and 
church communities. Shannon 
is completing her doctorate at 

the University of Manchester. Her research seeks a 
Wesleyan paradigm for the arts in spiritual formation 
and corporate  worship. 

CLAIRE STINSON SLODERBACK 
lives in Forest Park, GA, with her 
husband, where they are caregivers 
for her grandfather. She graduated 
with a Master of Arts in Theology 
from Fuller Theological Seminary. 
She is currently an adjunct 

instructor at Point University.

CHRISTINE LEE SMITH is an 
award winning photographer in 
Southern California. In 2019, Smith 
was a finalist in the Taylor Wessing 
National Portrait Gallery award. 
Her artwork has appeared at the 
Duncan Miller Gallery, MoLAA, and 

several other venues.

ALEX SOSLER is Assistant 
Professor of Bible and Ministry at 
Montreat College and Assisting 
Priest at Redeemer Anglican 
Church in Asheville, NC.

LAURA TABBUT in installation, 
new media, and textiles. Her work 
considers current ecological 
issues and questions the rituals 
and routines of the American 
landscape. She teaches at Mount 
Vernon Nazarene University and is 

the Gallery Administrator for the Schnormeier Gallery. 

TIM TIMMERMAN is a professor 
of art who has taught students how 
to make stuff for over 25 years. His 
work has been exhibited in over 
27 solo shows. Tim is a sojourner, 
maker, writer, goodness seeker, 
storyteller, humorist, collector, 

truth hound and a notorious friend, uncle, and brother. 

BISHOP JOSEPH S. VÁSQUEZ 
studied at St. Mary Seminary and 
received his BA in Theology from 
University of St. Thomas. He then 
studied at the Pontifical North 
American College and Pontifical 
Gregorian University in Rome and 

was ordained a priest for the Diocese of San Angelo in 
1984. In 2001, Vásquez was appointed Auxiliary Bishop 
of Galveston-Houston and Titular Bishop of Cova by 
Pope John Paul II. In 2010 he was appointed as bishop 
of Austin by Pope Benedict XVI.
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ERIN WARE is a mixed media 
artist living in Savannah, GA, with 
her husband and two kids. She 
completed her MA in Theological 
Studies at Regent College (2018), 
and in her work, she explores 
themes of memory, presence and 

absence, and the tending of our everyday lives.

ELISSA YUKIKO WEICHBRODT  
is Associate Professor of Art and 
Art History at Covenant College in 
Lookout Mountain, GA. Holding 
a PhD, her research and teaching 
focus on representations of 
race and gender in modern and 

contemporary art and art’s capacity for engendering 
empathy.

DENISE WEYHRICH is an 
installation artist and founder 
and  co-curator of Seeds Fine Art 
Exhibits. Constantly intrigued 
with the metaphorical, Denise is 
driven to create installation art. 
Transformations have brought her 

from art teacher to artist, from graphic designer to art 
professor, and now as a curator and installation artist. 
The balance of life, health, and healing are subjects 
that require constant attention in our hurt and hurried 
society. By going into those places of suffering and 
sharing common human experiences through authentic 
forms, her art resonates. 

RAY WILLIAMS is Director of 
Education and Academic Affairs 
at the Blanton Museum of Art. 
Previously, Williams was the first 
Director of Education at the 
Harvard Art Museum as well as 
Rhode Island School of Design 

Museum of Art, Peabody Essex Museum, the Freer 
Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, and the 
Ackland Art Museum. At the Harvard and Sackler 
Museums, Ray developed  programming that brought 
physicians and medical educators into the museums for 
lessons in close looking, empathy, and communication 
skills; this work further carried over to the University of 
Texas at Austin Dell Medical School.
 

DAVID B. WITWER is a multimedia 
artist and filmaker living in 
Orlando, Florida. As a creative 
contemplative, he chases, collects, 
and creates glimpses of the eternal. 
As an Enneagram 4, David loves his 
eclectic life of family, foreign films, 

backpacking, and breweries.

TAYLOR WORLEY Taylor Worley 
serves as visiting associate 
professor of art history at 
Wheaton College and project 
director for “Thinking about 
Thinking: Conceptual Art and the 
Contemplative Tradition” funded 

by the Templeton Religion Trust. He completed a PhD 
at the University of St. Andrews.

LOCAL AUSTIN HOSPITALITY 
 John & Tina Cobb
 Ted Eubanks
 Robert & Claudia Feuge  
 Kim Garza
 Rick & Ginger Geyer 

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Lawan Glasscock
EXHIBITIONS + PROGRAMS MANAGER Abbey Laufenberg
COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR Catherine Bartels
LOGISTICS MANAGER Vincent Hawley
DESIGNER Ned Bustard 
COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR Michelle Arnold Paine
INTERN Vicki Stuart
VOLUNTEERS  

 Barbara Bjelland
 Benjamin Broussard
 Aadam Keeley

BOARD
CHAIR Joe Cory (2017–2023) 
VICE CHAIR Kim Garza (2019–2023) 
SECRETARY Nate Risdon (2019–2023)
BOARD TREASURER Amy Fox (2019–2023)
BOARD MEMBERS
 Scott Crosby (2019–2023)
 Jennifer Craft (2019–2023)
 Taylor Worley (2015–2023 )
 Richard Cummings (2017–2025)
 Steve Prince (2015–2023)
 Delro Rosco (2021–2025)
 Maria Fee (2019–2023)
 Kathy Hettinga (2021–2025)
 Greg Holmes (2019–2023)
 Erin Shaw (2021-2025)

Suzanne LaRash
Tom Murphy
Matthew Vahala

Travis Helms 
Edwin Jordan
Mark Landers
Tatiana Nikolova-Houston
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EXHIBITIONS

The following CIVA exhibitions are on-site during the 
conference for you to enjoy:

AGAIN + AGAIN
A photography exhibition that invites recurring and 
fresh contemplation of the ordinary and extraordinary 
through the seasons of the Christian liturgical calendar. 

HEADS, FACES, AND SPIRITUAL ENCOUNTER 
In the history of the human race has there ever been an 
individual who has not drawn some simulate of a head 
or a face? From the Neolithic Plastered Skull found in 
Jericho, Jordan, to a child’s earliest markings in the 21st 
century, it is the face that captures the attention as we 
try to make sense of our world. HEADS, FACES, AND 
SPIRITUAL ENCOUNTER draws on this fascination of 
the human heart and mind.

IKON CHAPEL
Can ordinary people—farmers, laborers, maids, 
plumbers, the homeless, children—be saints and 
prophets in our modern world? The chapel was painted 
with these subjects in mind, seeing their everyday 
appearance transformed as one gazes through the lens 
of profound mysterious holiness. 

CIVA MEMBER SHOWS IN AUSTIN
Sedrick Huckaby
Blanton Museum of Art
Tatiana Nikolova-Houston
Northwest Hills Methodist Church  
Grace Bomer
All Saints Presbyterian Church
REVEALED
Arts on Alexander at Redeemer Presbyterian Church
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JURIED SHOW

Dawn Waters Baker
Spirit 

Micah Bloom
VJB+EIB - Nucleus series

Sandra Bowden
Light and Darkness

Jeffery Carl
AO1

Young-Ly Hong Chandra
FLUX

Cheryl Dyer
Fearful Thing

Maria Fee
Refusal ii

Lisa (Selke) Gregory
Beacon

Glenn Howell
Ushers and Thin Place 

Jennie Kimbrough
Untitled 36  

(1 Kings 19:1-20:9)

Donald Kouba
Transcendence

Marianne Lettieri
Matriarch

Marianne Lettieri
Illuminary

Jordan Lienhoop
Seasons

Bobby C. Martin
But Now Am Found

Sonya Menges
Ruthie and Gaea

Skip McKinstry
Alexa

Nadia Molugova
Demo for Online work

Sandy Nelson
Alight in the Morning

Michelle Radford
Dwell Among Us 1 and 

Dwell Among Us 2
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Nathan Rice
Un-end

Delro Rosco
Light In the Dark of Dawn

Lisa Shirk
Joined

Emily Verdoorn
Poised

Denise Weyhrich
Manna (what is it?)

Michael Winters
Grid (Grass)

Janis Yerington
Pears
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FLATBED PRESS

DAPPLED THINGS

LAITY LODGE /
HE BUTT FOUNDATION
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FOOD

CAFE DIVINE
Delicious options from the chef at St. David’s  
kitchen. Order online and pickup inside the church. 

CAVA
Airy, modern counter serve with floor-to-ceiling 
windows for made-to-order Mediterranean bowls.

EUREKA!
Burger bar also pouring craft beer & small-
batch whiskeys in a historic space with 
woodsy flair.

KORIENTE
Pan-Asian fare, including vegan & glu-
ten-free options, in a homey, easygo-
ing eatery with a patio.

MICKLETHWAIT CRAFT MEATS
(short cab ride to the Eastside)
Trailer with outdoor picnic tables 
serves up BBQ meats, notably 
a daily smoked-sausage selec-
tion.

PARKSIDE
Known for its small plates  
& extensive drink menu in a 
setting that’s upscale  
for 6th Street. Great  
happy hour.

PA

EC

S

PT

K

M

CD

PELONS TEX MEX
Funky saloon offering Mexican eats, margaritas  
& tequila flights amid several spaces & patio.

STUBB’S BAR-B-Q
Beer, brisket and music Downtown with a renowned 
Sunday gospel brunch.
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